This editorial is a departure from the scope of the journal's high scientific and technical standards. Furthermore it has been written by a false prophet, from a deep concern regarding global waste production and waste handling problems. The reality of environmental degradation is more visible every day. Despite all efforts to improve many aspects of the environment world-wide, the general environmental situation is growing continuously worse.
There is a distinct relation between energy, development and environmental issues. In all three, waste production and waste handling play a crucial role. Waste production is still increasing, despite all efforts in the past to diminish it. There are three distinct reasons for this. The first is the continual growth of the world's population. We have to be aware of the necessity of starting to think in this direction for the handling and disposal of wastes in large quantities, at an international level, using the waste as a feedstock or raw material wherever possible. ISWA is and will continue to be a platform for identifying the scientific and technical sides of the issues of waste production, recycling, handling and reduction throughout the world. In this way the association can make a positive contribution towards reducing the adverse potential impact of continually increasing waste generation.
